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THE NEW SERVICE
BIL intends John Duigan to sail southbound from 
Victoria once a week to King Island and then onto a 
northern Tasmanian port. 

The ports for service remain under review, and 
discussions on the most appropriate day to call at King 
Island are ongoing with customers.

Both the ports and the schedule will be announced 
before John Duigan comes into service. 

BIL representatives are also continuing discussions 
with customers about the possibility of sailing 
northbound directly from King Island to Victoria. 

NEXT STEPS
The next steps in the project are:

•  John Duigan has departed Malaysia for 
Tasmania.

•  The voyage is expected to take around three 
weeks, subject to weather conditions.

•  John Duigan will undergo minor 
modifications by skilled Tasmanian workers 
at the Launceston shiplift, to ensure the 
new vessel is ready for service.

•  The schedule for the service will be finalised 
and announced in due course. John Duigan 
will then come into service.

TasPorts CEO, Paul Weedon (third from right), 
with Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Amar Haji 
Awang Tengah bin Ali Hasan (centre) and 
Managing Director of Vitawani Shipbuilding, 
Ignatius Toh Yew Sing (third from left).

ON ITS WAY
The King Island community will soon be enjoying  
the benefits of a bigger and faster vessel for the  
shipping service between Victoria, the island  
and mainland Tasmania. 

Bass Island Line (BIL) – which operates the shipping 
service to King Island – has officially taken ownership 
of John Duigan, marking another milestone in 
bringing the vessel into service for the King Island 
community. Financial settlement has happened and 
the ownership transfer to BIL has been completed.

The CEO of TasPorts, Paul Weedon, recently attended 
an official handover ceremony for the vessel at the 
shipyard in Malaysia. BIL is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of TasPorts. 

The latest milestones in the project follow the successful 
completion of sea trials in January in Malaysia where 
the vessel was built by Vitawani Shipbuilding.
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BIGGER, BETTER VESSEL
John Duigan has substantially better sea-keeping 
characteristics in the Bass Strait which will assist in 
improving the reliability of the service. 

It is also a new vessel and is being tailored specifically 
to meet the King Island cargo task requirements. 

Compared with the current Investigator II, the new 
landing craft (LCT) vessel has:

• 83% increased deck space

• 120% increase in weight capacity

• 90% increase in container capacity 

•  20% increase in running speed (from 10 knots to  
12 knots).

CARGO
The vessel will be able to carry 20 x 12.2M livestock 
trailers per sailing. This is a significant increase on  
the Investigator II which can handle 8 x 12.2M  
livestock trailers. 

BIL will provide protected stow for vehicles on  
John Duigan. With its focus on meeting the freight  
needs of King Island.

FREIGHT CHARGES
BIL maintained freight rates at the same level as the 
previous shipping service provider. Freight charges  
are part of ongoing discussions with stakeholders. 

CONTACT BIL
Customers can make bookings or ask 
questions about the service by calling BIL on 
1300 038 228. 

To check the current sailing schedule visit the  
BIL website at bassislandline.com.au

King Island’s New Vessel | John Duigan

Investigator II

John Duigan

80m70m60m50m40m30m20m10m0m



Customers can make bookings or ask questions about the service by calling BIL on 1300 038 228

To check the current sailing schedule visit the BIL website at bassislandline.com.au


